Speech sound

disorders

Age Speech Sounds
Speech sound disorders, also called
articulation disorders, are diagnosed when a 2 - 3 years old p,b,m, d,n, h,t kg wngfy
child has trouble saying sounds correctly for
their age. A child may replace, skip, add or 4 years old l,j, ch, s, v, sh, z
change sounds in words. Children typically
learn speech sounds in a certain order, 5 years old r,zh (as in garage), th (as in that)
although it can be different for each child.

6 years old th (as in thin)

Treatment

Speech sound disorders are treated by a speech-
language pathologist (SLP) through speech therapy,
which children can receive in outpatient and school
settings. The focus of speech therapy is to teach the child
how to make different sounds correctly through practice.

Common Questions

Are speech sound disorders treatable? Yes, speech sound disorders are treatable and can be improved with
speech therapy. Getting help early on leads to the best results.

How long does treatment take? Treatment will be different for each child. The amount of time depends on
how much the child’s errors are impacting their speech and how fast they
can start improving these errors.

What can families do at home to help An SLP can give families ways to help their child’s speech development
their child with their speech? at home. This can include practicing target sounds, words, phrases or
sentences. The SLP will provide specific feedback on the child’s speech
and model correct speech productions.

< g G For more information about
. * 9 speech and language disorders,
m Rlley Chlldren S Health please scan the QR code to visit
m Indiana University Health the Riley Children’s website.
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For more information about
speech and language disorders,
please scan the QR code to visit
the Riley Children’s website.
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